
Creative Tutorial: Fantasia on a Theme of Thomas Tallis by Ralph Vaughan Williams 

 

We hope you have fun with this creative tutorial- if you’ve done it, or if you’re inspired to 

create something, let us know by tagging us #benedettisessions 

 

Music is a fantastic way to tell a story! Whatever age you are and whether you play an 

instrument or not, you can get creative with this piece of music. 

 

Why did the composer write this piece? 

Vaughan Williams wrote this piece of music in the early 1900s after finding a hymn Thomas 

Tallis wrote back in the 1500s 

The composer had also just been to France to work on his orchestration with Ravel (another 

composer) so maybe he was just looking for a hymn to practice his new skills? 

 

Creative Task 1: Our two composers! 

Thomas Tallis lived in the Tudor period and Vaughan Williams lived in the Modern 

Edwardian times. What would their clothes look like? What about their glasses and shoes?  

Get creative and draw, paint, make a collage etc. of what these composers would be 

wearing. 

 

And imagine if these two composers could communicate between the different centuries. 

What would they use to talk to each other? And what would they say? 

Write it down! 

 

Before we move on, have you listened to the piece of music? 

When you’re first listening to this magical piece of music, you can do a creative activity at the 

same time, or you can just sit and listen and let your imagination explore! 

It’s quite a long piece which will take you on a fantastic journey, but if you’re listening with 

really young people, don’t worry about listening to all of it! 

 

Creative Task 2: Did somebody say Time Travel? 

When Vaughan Williams was composing this piece of music, as well as the Thomas Tallis 

hymn, he was inspired by the literature of the day: so much of it was about time travel! 

Listen to the piece of music and design your own time travel machine. What colour is it? 

What sounds does it make? And where does it go? 

 

Creative Task 3: Using our past to inform a better future 

Vaughan Williams was not only inspired by the past when he was writing this piece of music, 

he was also thinking about the future and what it might look like. Whilst you listen to this 

piece, what do you think he saw in the future? And what does it make you think you’d like to 

see? Will our earth be greener? Will it be more equal? Will adults let children have pizza 

every day? 

Draw and make what you would like to see! And if you like words, why not write a poem?  

 

 

These creative tasks are just some suggestions. After listening to this piece, you might be 

inspired to create something else! 


